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augmented; they multiplied their degraded Fuidhir vassals,
thus encroaching on the rights of the freemen; and they
maintained a considerable traffic with England in slaves. The
ancient organisation of the tribes, clans, and septs, and the pri-
mitive settlement of the land, appear to have been much broken
up; and power largely passed into the hands of rude princely
warriors, the heads of predatory levies, continually at feud.
The Monarchy meanwhile, hereditary no more, was almost
in abeyance, or was made only the temporary prize of con-
tending chiefs; the Church and all that pertained to it suffered
much; society in Ireland was being dissolved, and her early
civilisation was disappearing, .while neighbouring races were
being formed into nations, and making a rapid advance in the
arts of life. Towards the middle of the twelfth century,
Turlogh, the head of the great tribe of the O'Conors c/
Connaught, became in a.certain sense Monarch, after years of
disastrous strife with rivals: but he was only "King with
opposition," in the old chronicler's words ; he never ruled over
a united people. He probably was, however, an able man;
'fine edifices remain, the work of his hands; and he did much
to improve his peculiar realm of Connaught, by bridging the
great dividing stream of the Shannon, and making it a water-
way for his "fleets." After a period of fresh disorder he was
succeeded by his son Roderick, the last Monarch of Celtic
Ireland.
, The Irish meanwhile had, for more than a century,
maintained an increasing commerce with England, and had
come, in some measure, under English influence. Irish princes
had married into great Norman nouses;, the Irish Church was
regarded with more than the old disfavour by prelates in close
communion with Rome, who surrounded the throne of the
Anglo-Norman Icings. England, too, after a short but decisive
struggle, had fallen under the sword of William; and his strong,
centralised, and, in the main, wise government had done